IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


y 


^ 


Wo 


/ 


C/j 


W' 


^..^ 


1.0 


I.I 


11.25 


M 

1.8 


iA  mil  1.6 


^ 


/a 


^/. 


W  ^^m  fit'        /-/^ 


7 


i^* 

*# 


w 


Photographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  872:-4S03 


4^ 


iV 


<s 


-t--.-^» 


4rp 


Q.' 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHM/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  Microreproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  de  microreproductions  historiques 


O' 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  IMote3/Mo«s  techniquea  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checked  below. 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverturs  de  couleur 


□    Covers  damaged/ 
Couverture  endommag^e 

□    Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaur^e  et/ou  peUicul^e 

□    Cover  title  missing/ 
Le  titre  de  couvertur 


I      I    Coloured  maps/ 


couverture  manque 

naps/ 
Cartes  g^ographiques  en  couleur 

I      I    Coloured  ir.k  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
I — I    Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

□    Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 
Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 


V 


Bound  with  other  material/ 
Relli  avec  d'autres  documents 


D 


n 


Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

Larrjiiure  sarr^e  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distorsion  le  long  de  la  marge  intirieure 

Blan.<  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  pe-jt  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajout«es 
lors  d  une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte 
mais,  lorsque  ce.j  dtait  possible,  ces  pages  nont' 
pas  6t«  film^es. 


L  Institut  a  microfilm*  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu  il  lui  a  iti  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  ddtai:* 
decet  exemplaire  qui  sont  peut-dtre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographique,  qui  peuvcnt  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  una 
modification  dans  la  mdthode  normale  de  filmage 
sont  indiquAs  ci-dessous. 


D 


Coloured  pages/ 
Pages  de  couleur 


□    Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommagdes 

□    Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Pages  restaurdes  et/ou  pelliculdes 

E    Pages  discoloured,  stainad  or  foxed/ 
Pages  <fACQiorAtt»     tanhayA.^^  ^..    .: 


Pages  dAcolordes.  tachezdes  ou  oiquees 

Pages  detached/ 
Pages  ddtachaes 


impression 


0Showthrough/ 
Transparence 

□    Quality  of  print  varies/ 
Quality  in«gale  de  limp 

I      I    Includes  supplementary  material/ 

I — I    Comprend  du  materiel  supplementaire 

I      I    Only  edition  available/ 


D 


Seuie  Edition  disponible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refilmed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  derrata,  une  pelure, 
etc.,  ont  itii  film^es  A  nouveau  de  facon  d 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


0 


Additional  cortiments:/ 
Commentaires  suppl^mentaires; 


[Printed  ephemera]  [2]  p. 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 
Ce  document  est  film*  au  taux  de  reduction  indiqu«  ci-dessous 
^°^  14X  18X 


12X 


22X 


16X 


20X 


26X 


30X 


24X 


28X 


32X 


The  copy  filmed  here  has  been  reproduced  thanks 
to  the  generosity  of: 

Douglas  Library 
Queen's  University 

The  images  appearing  herti  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  keeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications.    ' 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustr£.ted  Impres- 
sion, or  the  back  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  — ►  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED ").  or  the  symbol  V  (meaning  "END'L 
whichever  applies. 

Maps,  plates,  charts,  etc..  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method; 


L'exemplaire  filmi  fut  reproduit  grflce  A  la 
g«n«rosit6  de: 

Douglas  Library 
Queen's  University 

Les  images  suivantes  ont  6t6  reproduites  avec  le 
Pius  grand  soin,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  nettet«  de  l'exemplaire  film*,  et  en 
conformitd  avec  ies  conditions  du  contrat  de 
filmage. 

Les  exempiaires  originaux  dont  ia  couverture  en 
papier  e-t  imprimde  sont  film«8  en  commencant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
dernidre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration,  sole  par  le  second 
plat,  salon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exempiaires 
ongiriaux  sont  film6s  en  commenpant  par  la 
premidre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'im-sression  ou  d'illustration  et  en  terminant  par 
la  dernidre  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 

Un  des.  symboles  suivants  apparaitra  sur  la 
dernidre  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  seion  le 
cas:  ie  symbols  — ►  signifie  'A  SUIVRE"  le 
symboie  V  signifie  "FIN". 

Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc..  peuvent  dtre 
filmds  i  des  taux  de  r6duction  diffdrents. 
Lorsiue  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  §tre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  ciichd.  il  est  film*  d  partir 
d'?   'irtgje  sup6rieur  gauche,  de  gauche  d  droite. 
et  de  haut  en  bas.  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  ndcessaire.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  m6thode. 


1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

-  .^~^. .^ 


OF 


W.  C.  EDWARDS,  Esq.,  Ex-M.P.,  \ 

ON 

The  Manitoba  School  Question. 


Taken  from  Hansard,  March  19th,  1896, 


In   the  discussion  of  the  matter   before  the 
ouse,  we  have  listened  to  many  long  and  able 
leeches.     Of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  just 
iken  his  seat  (Mr.  Costigan)  I  will  say  this,that 
thoroughly  believe  in  the  sentiments  he  ex- 
essed  in  his  closing  remarks.     I  believe  he  is 
man  of  broad  guage.  I  have  always  respected 
im.and  I  hope  I  always  shall  respect  him    Mr 
peaker,  the  hon.  gentleman  who  opened  this 
eoate,   theSecretaiy  of  State,  also   made   his 
losing  speech  to-day,  and  what  did  we  expect 
n  such  an  occasion  ?     We  expected  some  sum- 
ary  of  the  debate,  some  argument,  and  some 
road  discussion   of  the   question.     Rut   after 
ulogizing  the  hon.  member  for  Sothwell  ('Mr 
lills)  he  devoted  himself  to  the  leader  ,..  .he 
>pposition,   and   what  did   he  say  ?     He  said 
lat  his  speech  was  eloquent,  and  he  very  pro- 
erly  congratulated  him  on  the  eloquence  of  his 
|reat  speech  ;  but  he  said  at  the  same  time  that 
was  ^nothing  more  o-  less  than  a   bundle  of 
ontradictions  from  beginning  to  end.     Did  he 
Ike   up   that   speech,  and  show   wherein   the 
!ader  of  the  Opposition   was  chargeable   with 
ne  single  contradiction  ?     No,  sir,  not  at  all. 
le  devoted  himself  to  an  exultation  of  his  own 

''u^'u    u?   ^''1'^   ^'■'^^''y   deplored   the   discord 
hich  this  debate  would  create  in  this  country 
s  the  result  of  turning  nationalities  and  creeds 
gainst  each  other.    Was  there   ever  a  speech 
elivered  in  this  House  more  calculated  to  turn 
lass   and   creed   against   each  other  than  th^ 
leech  of  the  hon.  gentleman  ?    He  is  the  great 
am.     According   to  his   own   statement,   he 
ladc-  Nova  Scotia  ;  after  he  made  Nova  Scotia 
e  created  the  Dominion  ;  he  is  now  engaged  in 
le  unification  of  the  Empire,  and  when  he  has 
)mpleted  that  work,  he  is  going  to  tackle  the 
iiverse.     The  hon.  gentleman  claims  thai  in  a 
cture  he  delivered   as   a  youth  he   laid  the 
undations  of  confederation.     I    have   always 
iderstood  that    the  Hon.  Joseph  Howe   and 
r   Alexander   Gait   were   the   first   men  who 
troduced  that  question,  they  being  followed  by 
on.  George  Brown,  and  to  Mr.  Brown   more 
an  to  any  other  man  confederation  is  due      I 
ive  stated  that  the  speech  of  the  Secretary  of 


State  was  calculated  more  than  any  speech  to 
which  I  have  ever  listened  to  turn  c?eed  against 
creed  and  nationality  against  nationality.     He 

reL^T^rJT  ""'""^  tothecountr     in  that 
regard.     But  there  is  a  party  in  this  1    ,use  to 
whom  the  country  owes  a  gratitude  for  the 
manly  position  they  have  taken.     I  refer  to  the 
French   Liberals  of  the   Province  of  Quebec. 
But  for  them  we  might  have  a  war  of  races  • 
owing  to  their   noble  conduct,  however,  they 
have  averted  such  a  disaster.     What  did  the 
hon.  Secretary  of  State  do  ?    He  took  position, 
af.er   position  to  show  how  the  Liberal   parted 
had  been  unjust  from  confederation  forwards  t? 
the   Roman   Catholic    minority.     Lj   the   hon 
gentleman   aware  that   there  is  a  Conservative 
party  in  Ontario  ?    What  has  been  the  conduct 
of  that  party  for  many  years  past  ?     Is  that  not 
the  party   which   has  attempted   to  wreck  the 
cons  itution,  to  destroy  separate  schools  in  that 
province,    ^o  put  down  the  French  language 
Three  successive  elections   have  been  run  on 
those  lines   m  Ontario,  and   the  chief  of  the 
party  who  ran  the  elections  in  the  interest  of 
the  Conservatives  has  received  his  reward,  and 
is   now   Chief  Justice  of  the  province.     From 
whom  has  he  received  his  reward  ?     From  the 
very  men  who  are  now  claiming  that  they  are 
defending  the  rights  of  the  Catholic  minority.' 
So  far  as  the  rights  of  the  Catholic  minority  are 
concerned,  their  defence  is  more  largely  to  be 
credited  to  the  Liberal  party  than  to  any  other 
party  in  the  country.     Hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
have  asserted  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  making  a  great  bid  for  power.  The  Minister 
of  Finance   said  the   other  day   that  my  hon 
friend  was  playing  a  bold  game  ;  he  even  referr- 
ed to  cards  up  his  sleeves,  but  the  hon.  Minister 
knows  more  about  matters  of  that  kind  than  I 
do.     The  Conservative  party  to-day,  driven  into 
a  corner,  are   making  a  desperate  bid  for  the 
entire  Roman  Catholic  vote  of  the  Dominion. 
But    they   are   not   going    to  obtain  it,  for  the 
Roman  Catholics   well   know  that   the  present 
Government  have  made  this  school  question  a 
political   one  throughout.     They   have   simply 
...^  »\uman  L.atriuUi;s,ana  rhey  in  turn 
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do  not  trust  the  Government.     The   Liberal 

t)arty   ave  a  party  that  will   not  do   more   for 
Roman  Catholics  than  for  Protestants,  but  wili 
mete   out  equal-handed   justice  to  al'.     As  re- 
gards the  question  before  the  House,  I  am  not 
afraid,  as  I  have  never  been  afraid,  to  state  my 
own  views  and  position  upon  it.     My  views  no 
doubt  differ  to  a  considerable  extent  from  those 
held  by  some  hon.  gentlemen  who  will  vote  as  I 
will  vote  upon  this  question.     From  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  a  tew  days 
ago,it  was  evident  that  a  great  change  had  come 
over  the  position   of  certain    parties   in    this 
country.     I  was  highly  amused  to  hear  a  Con- 
servative  argue   exactly  on   the  same  lines   so 
far  as  the  rights  of  the  minorities  are  concern- 
ed as   we   in  Ontario  have   been  arguing  for 
many  years  past.     As   I   understand  the   ques- 
tion, separate   schools   are   guaranteed   to   the 
province  of  Ontario  under   confederation  ;  dis- 
sentient  schools  in  Quebec  are   in  exactly   the 
same  position.     I  have  always  understood   that 
the  separate  school  system   originated  at  the 
instance  cf  the  Protestants  of  Quebec.     I  know 
this   from   an    acquaintance    with    dissentient 
schools  in  Quebec,  that  the  Protestants  of  that 
irovince  will  not  be  willing  to  surrender  them  ; 
...*d  I  further  believe  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  that  province  have  done  even  handed  justice 

I  to  the  Protestants  and  will  continue  to  do  so. 
So  far  as  Ontario  is  concerned,  I  believe  the 
same  conditions  will  prevail,  and  to  my  mind  it 
is  not  a  question  as  to  whether  we  like  separate 

;  schools  or  not,  but  the  question  is  what  has 
been  guaranteed  under  the  constitution  to  the 
minorities  in  those  two  provinci  in  that  re- 
spect. Those  conditions  we  are  bound  to 
maintain.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  public 
schools  would  satisfy  n^e,  and  1  want  nothing 
more ;  but  I  am  not  disposed  to  ask  other  men 
to  take  my  medicine.  As  I  understand  it,  the 
only  difference  between  Protestant  and  Catho- 
lic on  this  question  is  one  of  degree.  In  Que- 
bec, the  Protestants  want  separate  schools,  and 
in  Ontario  the  Catholics  want  separate  schools. 
It  is  true  the  Protestants  are  satisfied  with  a  less 
degree  of  religion  in  their  schools,  I  believe, 
than  the  Roman  Catholics  are,  and  it  is  only  in 
this  respect  that  they  differ. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  views  on  this  question 
are  as  follows  :  In  so  far  as  the  maritime  prov- 
inces are  concerned,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Dominion  Government  would  have  any  right  at 
all  to  interfere.  These  provinces  had  their 
legislatures  before  confederation,  and  no  change 
was  made  at  that  time.  I  believe,  that  in  so 
far  as  these  provinces  are  concerned,  it  is  with- 
in their  own  jurisdiction  to  continue  their 
school  affairs  as  they  please.  In  so  far  as  the 
provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  are  concerned, 
we  have  the  separate  schools  as  a  fixture,  and  I 


do  not  believe  that  they  will,  or  can  be  changed. 
Now,  then,  in  so  far  as  Manitoba  is  concerned, 
and  in  so  far  as  any  provinces  that  may  in  the 
future  come  into  confederation  are   concerned, 
I  believe  that  the  same   rights   should   be  ek 
tended  to  these  new  provinces  as   exist   in  the 
provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec.     In  so  far  as 
the  minority  in  the  province  of  Manitoba  are  con- 
cerned, I  am  perfectly  willing  that  they  should 
have  well   regulated   separate   schools.     I   be- 
lieve that  a  grievance  exists,  and  I  believe   that 
that  grievance  should  be  remedied.     But,    Mr. 
Speaker,  I  am  not  prepared   to  vote  for  a  law 
that  coerces  Manitoba.    I  believe  that  that  ques- 
tion can  be  settled  in  a  far  quicker  way  than  by  a 
resort  to  such  means.     I  believe  in  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  hon.  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
An  hon.  member.     Of  course  you  do. 
Som«  hon.  gentleman  says  "of  course  you 
do  '■      Well,    whether   my   leader    propounded 
that  doctrine  or  not,  I  would  certauily  believe 
in  it.       I  have  said,  Sir,  that  a  grievance  exists, 
and  that  that  grievance  should  be  remedied. 
But,   Mr.  Speaker,  I  further  believe  that  the 
Government     have    been     playing    with     this 
question  for  the  last  six  years.     I   am  not  a 
lawyer,  and  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  anything 
about  constitutional  law,  but  there  is  one  thing 
which  appers  very  strange  indeed  to  me,  and 
that    is,    that    this    very    Government    which 
allowed  the  Manitoba  School  Act  to  become 
law,  asks  us  to  day  to  wipe  out  that  Act  by 
legislation  in  this  House.        Why  did  they  ever;' 
allow  the  Act  to  go  into  force  when  they  could 
exercise  the  veto  power  ?      So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, their  course  seems  to  me  to  be  devoid 
of  reason  and  common  sense.      It  seems  to  nie 
perfectly  absurd,  that  this   Government  which 
allowed  the  Act  to  go  into  force,  and  who  put 
themselves  under  the  shadow  of  the  courts  of 
the  land,  until    finally  they  are  driven  into  a 
corner  on  the  question,  should  come  and  ask 
this  Parliament  to  restore  the  school  laws  of 
Manitob     i'hich  existed  before  1890,  and  which 
they  the    selves  allowed  to  be  abolished.     Al- 
though    I    do    not    believe    in     disallowance 
generally,  I  do  believe  that  this  Act^  of  1890 
should   have  been   disallowed.     Strongly   as  1 
believe  in  restoring  their  rights  to  the  minority 
of  Manitoba,  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  to-day 
for  this  Bill,  because   I   believe  that  a  joint 
commission  appointed  by  this  Government  and 
by  the  Manitoba  government  would  arrive  at  a 
solution  of  the  question,  and  would  settle  it  in  a 
manner   far  more   satisfactory   to   the   countr) 
than   by  making  it  a  political   question,  as  has 
been  done      Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  delay  tht 
House   any   longer.     There   are  several   other 
gentlemen  who  wish  to  speak.  I  have  expressed 
my  views  upon  the  subject  and  I  have  nothing 
more  to  say. 
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